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ARMY RESERVE BIRTHDAY
TRIBUTE

HON. JIM GIBBONS
OF NEVADA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 21, 1998

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, I would ask my
colleagues in the House of Representatives to
join me in recognizing the birthday of the
United States Army Reserve. April 23rd marks
90 years of service by the Army Reserve to
the United States of America.

Throughout our history, the purpose of the
United States Army has been to fight and win
the nation’s wars. To be sure, America’s Army
Reserve has existed side-by-side with the
Army to accomplish that mission, but the
scope and method of that support has
changed commensurate with the nation’s
needs. Simply stated, the United States Army
Reserve has been and will always be a model
of flexibility that is a crucial national treasure
and the envy of the world.

In its early days, America’s Army Reserve
existed to ensure that the sons and daughters
of America, who were put in harm’s way in the
name of defending freedom, received the fin-
est medical care as far forward as possible. It
was an extraordinary success. During World
War One, almost 45,000 officer and enlisted
Army Reservists served in medical units
throughout the European theater.

What was an experiment in the medical
arena alone soon had application in combat
and other combat support specialities as well.
America’s Army Reserve was crucial in the
years between the world wars. Its officers ran
hundreds of Civilian Conservation Corps
camps here at home during the Depression.
Not only did they keep their own leadership
skills sharp, they also helped others to be-
come productive citizens at a time when the
nation was in dire economic straits.

During World War Two, the hundreds of
thousands of Army Reservists who served
spelled the difference as America thwarted the
forces of darkness, deceit and dictatorship
around the world. They responded again when
freedom called on the Korean peninsula. Al-
most a quarter of a million citizen-soldiers
were called to active duty during that conflict,
and their valor, fidelity and bravery were
above reproach. Seven Army Reservists
earned the Congressional Medal of Honor for
their service in Korea.

America’s Army Reserve was needed, and
was there, in Vietnam, again providing the
vital combat support that makes the combat
soldier’s life a little more bearable.

No amount of superlatives can begin to de-
scribe the contributions of the United States
Army Reserve during Operations Desert
Shield and Desert Storm. Of all reserve com-
ponent forces mobilized by the Department of
Defense, clearly a third of them proudly wore
the uniform of America’s Army Reserve. Al-
most 85,000 Army Reserve citizen-soldiers an-
swered freedom’s call, again, 20,000 of them

being members of the Individual Ready Re-
serve.

In the post-Cold War era, it is not just a slo-
gan, but a clearly established fact, that Ameri-
ca’s Army cannot accomplish its mission and
cannot go to war without America’s Army Re-
serve. The Army Reserve provided 70 percent
of the Army’s reserve component support dur-
ing Operation Restore Democracy in Haiti. In
Bosnia, the Army Reserve is also providing
over 70 percent of the Army’s reserve compo-
nent support. Not leaving anything to chance,
the Army Reserve in fact has established a
chain of support that begins here in the United
States and culminates in Bosnia itself. While
America’s Army Reserve helped restore de-
mocracy in Haiti, its citizen-soldiers have lit-
erally restored hope and faith in the future for
the civil war-weary people of Bosnia-
Herzegovina.

Mr. Speaker, I believe that many of my col-
leagues here have also experienced the com-
petence and magnificence of the United
States Army Reserve right here at home. It
was the Army Reserve that guided people to
safety following the onslaught of Hurricane An-
drew. It was the Army Reserve that provided
clean, potable water to the people of North
Dakota following the ravages of last spring’s
flooding. And it was the Army Reserve that
quickly and efficiently established recovery op-
erations in the devastating aftermath of Ty-
phoon Paka in Guam.

Mr. Speaker, it is my sincere conviction that
there is no better defense bargain today than
America’s Army Reserve. As the geostrategic
environment has changed, so has the Army
Reserve. This proactive, visionary understand-
ing of the nation’s needs has led to an Army
Reserve that is more trained, more ready and
more relevant than any other comparable
force on this earth. As we speak, there is a
miracle taking place whose impact may be felt
half a world away. The 310th Chemical Com-
pany, headquartered at Fort McClellan, Ala-
bama, epitomizes the seamless integration be-
tween the Active Army and the Army Reserve.
This unit is, in fact, a combined active-reserve
outfit, with four of its platoons belonging to the
Army Reserve and one belonging to the Active
Army. The 310th was identified to receive new
biological weapons detection equipment,
which is of utmost importance to the Army’s
defense, but also to the defense of the United
States should we, as a nation, ever face the
consequences of these terrible weapons. On
just four days advance notice, the 310th was
rescheduled for its annual training from this
coming summer to this past February. The
unit’s soldiers, and the civilian employers who
support them, responded magnificently, with
virtually no problems encountered during this
training change. What makes the 310th all the
more extraordinary is that, while its soldiers
were undergoing that training, they were also
notified that they were being mobilized as part
of the U.S. response to the transgressions of
Saddam Hussein against the United Nations.
They progressed through their training and
mobilized in anticipated deployment to the

Persian Gulf region. It was the ability of this
unit to train and mobilize on such a short no-
tice that, I feel, contributed to Iraq’s decision
to accommodate U.N. inspectors searching for
the very weapons that the 310th is designed
and equipped to detect.

In closing, I ask that we pause and reflect
on what our nation’s defenses would be with-
out America’s Army Reserve. I shudder to
think of that possibility. We cannot and must
never take for granted what these citizen-sol-
diers, and just as importantly, their families
and civilian employers, sacrifice for the benefit
for every citizen of this nation. We have been
blessed with freedoms that are the dream and
envy of peoples in far-flung corners of the
globe. This April 23rd, think about your free-
dom of speech, your freedom of assembly and
your freedom of religion. Consider your right to
vote and our freedom of the press. And as
you reflect on these basic freedoms, think
about the people who make that all possible.
When you do, I hope you will join me in taking
a minute out of our busy schedules to person-
ally thank and salute the men and women of
America’s Army Reserve.
f

TRIBUTE TO MARY LOU LANGONE,
RECIPIENT OF THE 1998 MAPLE
LEAF AWARD

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR.
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 21, 1998
Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I would like to

call to your attention Ms. Mary Lou Langone of
Maplewood, New Jersey who is being honored
with the 1998 Maple Leaf Award on this occa-
sion of the 30th Annual Maple Leaf Award
Ceremony.

Mary Lou Langone has certainly had a posi-
tive impact on the community of Maplewood,
both through her work in the Maplewood
Chamber of Commerce and, through her serv-
ice in numerous volunteer organizations and
service groups. After attending Columbia Uni-
versity, completing business and accounting
courses, and working at ADP, Mary Lou
changed direction toward a vocation in which
she has had both talent and success. She at-
tended the New Jersey School of Floral De-
sign and then opened her own business, Pat-
ina’s Florist, which has flourished under her
creative direction.

As a successful Maplewood business-
woman, Mary Lou’s contributions to the Ma-
plewood Chamber of Commerce, include her
membership on the Board of Directors, found-
er and past President of the Profile Program
for the Maplewood Chamber of Commerce,
and Chairwoman and Coordinator of the
Chamber Holiday Decorations. Professional
recognitions include Vice-Presidency of the
Eastern Region of New Jersey for FTD, de-
sign teacher at New Jersey School of Floral
Design, and ‘‘Designer of the Year’’ in 1983.
Patina’s has also received awards several
times as ‘‘Shop of the Year.’’
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Mary Lou had begun much of her volunteer

work in the 1970s, and includes being a mem-
ber of the Maplewood Woman’s Club Evening
Membership Department, Board member of
the YWCA of the Oranges and Maplewood,
member and past Board member of UNICO,
and fundraiser for St. Johns Children Resi-
dence and the Make-a-Wish Program. Addi-
tionally she has worked to benefit charitable
causes, including being the past President and
former Board Member of the Wives of the Ma-
plewood Firemen. She has also worked as the
Scouting Chairperson and Group Leader for
both the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts, and
worked to establish the permanent outdoor
theater for the Tuscan School.

Mary Lou has also served the community on
the Maplewood Economic Development Com-
mittee and as a CPR instructor for the com-
munity. But perhaps the most significant gift of
time and talent has been in Mary Lou’s dedi-
cation of energy and talent to the Maplewood
First Aid Squad, where she is a founder, a 10-
year service veteran, and is a First Aid Squad
Alumni member. Mary Lou and her husband
Pat, a retired Maplewood Fireman, have two
children, Patsy and Christina.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join me, our col-
leagues, the family and friends of Mary Lou
Langone, and the Township of Maplewood in
recognizing Mary Lou’s many outstanding and
invaluable contributions to the community of
Maplewood and to the State of New Jersey.
f
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Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise

today to congratulate Fresno County Super-
visor Sharon Levy for receiving the annual
Rose Ann Vuich Ethical Leadership Award. I
also rise today to congratulate Fresno County
Administrative Officer Will Randolph and
Selma City Manager Manuel Esquibel for re-
ceiving the Excellence In Public Service
Award. As public servants in the Valley, Shar-
on Levy, Will Randolph, and Manuel Esquibel
exemplify the focus and integrity that is de-
serving of this recognition.

Sharon Levy was first elected to the Fresno
County Board of Supervisors in 1975 and was
re-elected for her 7th term in March of 1996.
Levy, who served as Governor Deukmejian’s
appointee to the State Board of Corrections, is
a member of the following organizations: Air-
port Land Use Commission, Ambulance Au-
thority, Association Of Metropolitan Water
Agencies, Audit & Debit Advisory Committee,
Board of governors of the California State Uni-
versity, Fresno Foundation, Co-Chairman of
Adult Volunteer Crossing Guard Program,
Economic Development Corporation, Fresno
City & County Consortium, Fresno Conven-
tion/Victors Bureau, Fresno Rotary, Mental
Health Advisory Board, San Joaquim River
Conservancy, and the Transportation Author-
ity. Sharon has been a resident of Fresno
County since 1955. She has been President of
the Mallock PTA, Junior League, and Wom-
en’s Symphony League. She is married to Joe
Levy and has three children and seven grand-
children.

Fresno County Administrative Officer Wil-
liam H. Randolph has served as Chief Execu-
tive Officer of Butte County, City Administrator
of Oroville, California, District Director for the
Second Congressional District of California,
and Legislative Director for the Second Con-
gressional District of California. William Ran-
dolph has a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Politi-
cal Science from the University of California at
Berkeley and a Masters Degree in Public Ad-
ministration from California State University,
Chico. He has served in a public capacity in
many different instances including serving on
the Board of Directors for the Economic De-
velopment Corporation of Fresno and the New
United Way of Fresno.

Selma City Manager Manuel A. Esquibel
has over twenty-five years experience in local
government. He has served in the City of
Selma for the past seven years. During his
professional career, he has developed an ef-
fective team approach style among community
members and local government officials in ad-
dressing community needs. He earned his
Bachelor of Science Degree in Behavioral
Sciences from the University of Southern Col-
orado. Manuel Esquibel has served as City
Manager for the City of Lindsburg, Kansas,
Assistant City Manager for the City of Pueblo,
Colorado, and Executive Director for the
Human Resources Commission of Pueblo Col-
orado just to name a few.

The awards were presented by the Fresno
Business Council and the Fresno Bee. I ap-
plaud the efforts of Ann Speaker, President of
the Fresno Chamber of Commerce; Jim
Boren, Editor of the Fresno Bee; and Deborah
Nankivell and Dick Johnson of the Fresno
Business Council for their efforts in organizing
and putting this program and award together.
Their commitment to public service and the
community is exceptional.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great honor that I
congratulate Fresno County Supervisor Shar-
on Levy for receiving the annual Rose Ann
Vuich Ethical Leadership Award. I also con-
gratulate Fresno County Administrative Officer
Will Randolph and Selma City Manager
Manuel Esquibel for receiving the Excellence
In Public Service Award. As dedicated public
servants in the Fresno Community they are
very deserving of this honor. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in wishing Sharon Levy,
William H. Randolph and Manuel A. Esquibel
many more years of success.
f
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Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to Dr. Joshua and Doris Levy for
their visionary leadership and dedication to
building our community by donating their time
and energy to the recent expansion and ren-
ovation of Temple Shaarey Zedek.

The Talmud tell us, ‘‘He who does charity
and justice is as if he had filled the whole
world with kindness.’’ Since arriving in the San
Fernando Valley in 1967, Dr. and Mrs. Levy
have done just this. They have assumed many
key leadership roles and responsibilities in the
Jewish community, selflessly dedicating their

time to enriching others. In their most recent
positions, Joshua Levy has spearheaded
Shaarey Zedek’s $2 million expansion and
renovating project while Doris Levy remains
active in the Shaarey Zedek Sisterhood. In ad-
dition, Joshua has served on the boards of
various Jewish organizations in the West Val-
ley, among them Emek Hebrew Academy and
Valley Torah High School.

Mr. Speaker, distinguished colleagues,
please join me in honoring Doctor Joshua and
Doris Levy for their community activism and
visinary leadership in helping to strengthen our
community.
f
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Mrs. EMERSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize an organization that is making a
contribution to American democracy nation-
wide—The National Write Your Congressman
program (NWYC).

The NWYC organization reminds me a great
deal of the work that I did as a grassroots co-
ordinator before coming to Congress to serve
the people of Southern Missouri. The program
encourages participation at the very level our
nation’s desires and dreams were founded
upon—the grassroots level that encourages
personal involvement. I believe that this won-
derful organization is to be commended for the
efforts it undertakes to educate others about
the necessity and value of letting lawmakers
like you and I know what the American people
are thinking and saying about the policies that
we debate when we are in Washington. With-
out a doubt, the program provides an open
line of communication between citizens and
elected officials—an essential element in the
process of keeping voters engaged in impor-
tant public policy discussions.

Mr. Speaker, before I conclude today, I
would like to call to mind one of my favorite
movies—‘‘Mr. Smith Goes to Washington.’’
Whenever I am walking over to the Capitol
from my office and I see the Capitol Dome, I
often feel like Jefferson Smith the first time he
saw the Capitol—awed and truly amazed by
the tremendous spirit of community and pas-
sion that our forefathers had about serving our
country. I believe that National Write Your
Congressman has helped keep that spirit of
community participation and energy alive, and
I am grateful for their hard work and the dedi-
cation they show to keeping everyone at home
apprised of the work being done here each
and every day.
f

TRIBUTE TO ENRIQUE ‘‘RICKY’’ O.
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Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
call to your attention Mr. Enrique ‘‘Ricky’’ O.
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